
DANBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 8, 2022

Present: Michelle Coelho, Kate Conetta, Gladys Cooper, Albert Russo

Absent: Loren Daly

Also Present: Rachel Chaleski, Luisa Zagottis-Britton, Dr. Kara Casimiro, Michael Seelig, Dr. Anne Mead,
Superintendent Kevin Walston, Eduardo Miranda

Chair R. Chaleski call the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m.  R. Chaleski opened for the floor for nominations
for Community Relations Committee Chair.  G. Cooper nominated K. Conetta, seconded by R. Chaleski,
for the position of committee chair.  Motion passed.

The meeting was turned over to Committee Chair K. Conetta, who turned it over to K. Walston.

K. Walston recommended inviting the greater community to share details of the 2022-23 school year
budget.  Through April, he hopes to inform and gather feedback from the community.  Through the
Family Resource Center, there is opportunity to hold budget workshops in Spanish.  There was also
thought to invite Erika Haynes to provide the community with a broad understanding of school finances.
Committee members agreed it would be beneficial.  G. Cooper asked about reaching church groups
within the community.  K. Walston recalls in the past reaching out to church and community centers.  He
also recommended leveraging media outlets.  K. Conetta asked if the budget presentation would be
posted on the District website, as well as links to budget workshops.  M. Seelig said he would ensure
they were added to the website.

K. Walston asked Dr. Mead and M. Seelig to present about their work on the District website and Parent
Square application.  M. Seelig mentioned about a website survey that was sent in a letter to families
yesterday.  The survey will close on Feb. 16.  A Hartford company who also worked on the City website
will reorganize the District website.  Aesthetically, it will look similar to the City website.  M. Seelig will
oversee its maintenance.

Power School is in the process of moving to Parent Square, which is in a beta testing phase.  There is
need to ensure messaging is done correctly.  It is currently being tested by staff and is expected to be
complete by the end of February.  Dr. Mead spoke about staff training and the preparation to ensure it is
working properly before roll out.  There is a phone application.  Families will need to activate, but will
still receive robo messages.  There will be tutorials and parent liaisons to support families moving to the
system.

M. Coelho asked if the website survey could be posted on the website.  Dr. Mead said it will also be sent
to families through staff.

R. Chaleski asked if Parent Square would replace all other messaging applications, such as Remind and
Talking Points.  K. Walston said it would replace all other communication tools.
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K. Walston spoke about the Danbury Career Academy.  He reiterated that the Summit may no longer be
an option .  The City agreed to look into 3 other potential options.  He hopes to have an update soon and
will communicate that to the Board.  He is confident to find a space.

R. Chaleski asked about the committee goals.  K. Conetta said the committee could serve as a vehicle to
strengthen board connections with the community.

G. Cooper moved, seconded by M. Coelho, to adjourn the February 8  Community Relations Committee
Meeting.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:08 p.m.

________________________

Rachel Chaleski, Board Chair

2


